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THE NORTH CANTERBURY HOSPITAL BOARD
FRAGMENTS OF HISTORY
HOSPITALS - TUBERCULOSIS AND BENEVOLENT

INSTITUTIONS AND MISCELLANEOQUS




Akaroa Hospital

Amuri Hospital and Doctor's House
Armagh Street Depot

Avon Refuge

Burnham Industrial School

Bottle lake Hospital 1900
Bottle lake Hospital 1913

Infectious Diseases' Hospital
(Ses 173 =~ 1917)

Burwood Hospital = Tree Flanting
Modern Wards = 1937
Camp for Consumptive Patients = 1898 Nurse Maude
Casimere Hstate
Canterbury Orphanage Lyttelton
See Waltham Orphanage
Charitable Add
Chairman and Board Members
Chatham Islands! Hospital
Cheviot Hospital
Cholmondelay Home
Coronation Hospital ~ King George V = 1913
Cottage or Maternity Hospitals
Country Hospitals
Christehurch Hospital (1858 - 1941)
Bakery
Border Line Cases
Cafeteria
Chalmers Bequest
Chronic Wards
Dental Department
Dietitian
Dispensary
Elucation of Children
Eliminating Waste in Wards
Exhibition 1927
Hospital lady Visitors! Association

SquadromLeader Kingsford-Smith - Raffle of Flag

Massage Department
Medical Iibrary
Medical School
MeEarchern, Sir Malcolm

i01

225

175
180

183

188
83
141

11

17

217 - 228
92, 229
105

1i0

162
80

30 =91

70,
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70
80

ko, 79
79




Christchurch Hospital (Cont'd, )
Noisy Patients
Marses! Training School
Operating Theatre
O phthalmie Department
Orthopedic Unit
Pathological Laboratory
Private Paying Wards
Radium and Deep Therapy Department
Splint and Artifical ILimb Department
Veneréal Diseases
Visiting Committee
Darfield Hospital
Ellesmere Hospital

Essex Home, Limwood
(See Female Refuge)

Flectro Cardiograph
Fresh Air Home for Children

Female Refuge
(See Essex Home)

Genesis of Hospitals

Girls! Home, Burwood
(Te Orangu Reformatory)

Hagley Flats

Herrick's Home, Victoria St,
"H umanity"

Influenza Epidemic, 1918
Influenza Epidemic, 1940
Kaiapoi Matermity Hospital
Kaikoura Hospital

Iyttelton Hospital, 1849
Iyttelton Casuwalty Ward, 1870
Iyttelton Dressing Station
Iyttelton Maternity Hospital
Military Sanatorium, 1916 - 1922
Upper Sanatorium, 1922 - 32

North Canterbury and Ashburton
Hospital and Charitable Aid Board

North Canterbury Hospital and Charitable Ald Board

1910
Murses'! Home
Christchurch Hospital 1894

78
76
L
73
72

76
77
76
78
72
113
115
197

78
168
197

19~ >

(]

225

72
185
124
125

19

23

.26
156-158

165

14

52
86




N urses! Memorial Chapel

Oxford Hospital

Poverty and PFauperism

Fublie Health Inspectors

Queen's Jubilee Memorial Hame, Woolston
Rangiora Hospital

Semaritan Home = Old Gaol, Addington

Sanatorium ~ 1898
Public Meeting, 1905

Smallpox Hospital
Sims, Sir Arthor = 1926
St, Helen's Hospital

Tuarangi Hame, Ashburton
Old Mens' Home

Waltham Orphanage
(See Iyttelton Orphanage)
Waikari Hospital

Waipara County Memorial
Dr, C; Iittle

&ed

216
w2
206

132
214

42 - 160
180

204
190

210
136

139




PHOTOGRAPHS

0 riginal Hospital Iyttelton
Quay S.te and Dempiers Bay

Iyttelton Casualty Ward
Iyttelton Matermity Hospital

24

Early Entrance Gates & Porters' lodge Christclmrch Hospital 29

0 riginal Hospital = Christchurch Hospital 1862 and 1872

7

Wards 1 &2 and Porters'! Quarters and Residence Staff Quarters 42

Staff Doctors, Matron Paton, Nurses & Domestic Staff
Northern Aspect 1881

Sister Griffiths in Ward IV
First Nurses' Hame Christchurch Hospital and interior

Nurses A Blatt, G, Iillicott, E, Peter and G, H, Webster
Officially appointed South Afriean War

Matron Brart and Murses 1903
Outdoor Uniform, Sister Ella Wiggins
Indoor Uniform, Miss Kitto = later Matron "Quamby"

I, Crooke, Matron Brart and Nurses = 1898

Ir, F, L) Scott and Miss Thurston and nurses, 1909~11
Nurses! Traiming School = Nurse Fope

Dr, W, Fox, Miss K] Mulr and nurses, 1932-35

Furses'! Memorial Chapel = ist Service Christmas Day 1927
New Nurses! Home, interior 1928

Aerial Photograph

Main Entrance Christciurch Hospital
Admindstration Offices, Malds' Quarters and Nurses! Home

Amaxd Hospital Hospltal & Doctor's House
Chatham Islands! Hospital

Cheviot Bospital

Darfield Hospital

Iincoln Hospital

Iittle River Hospital
Kaiapol Matermity Hospital
Kaikoura Hospital
Rangiora Hospital

Waikari Hospital

Waikari Memorial te Dr, C,T,W, Iittle

Nurse Maude Sanatoriun 1913
Preparing for Doctor's Residence
Aministration Block, Shelters and Coronation Hospital

45

SES

b

(4]
81

85
90
90

10%
108
109
11k

119

GEEE

138
139



Farther Additions

Aerizl View Tuberculosis Institutioms

King George Coronation Memorial Hospital
Fresh Air Hame and Other Buildings

Fresh Alr Home Open Alr School for Children

Infectious Miseases' Hospital Burwood
Diptheria Ward, Isolation and Nurses' Home

Aerial View

Barwood Hospital 1941

"Taarangi" (old)

0ld Murses' Home Ashburton

Female Refuge, Essex St], ILimwood

Previously Gordon St,

House brought fram England 1852 by Rev, C, Mackle
(later us ed as Iawndry)

Queen's Jubilee Memorial Home, Woolston
and Nurses! Home

Waltham Orphanage, Austin St,
Knumu'm_u-ua&-mho




. COMPILERS NOTE

In completing this work the compiler gratefully
acknowledges the courtesy and valued help of men and
women who have shown a kindly interest, and also to
the nurses who graciously allowed the loan of old

photographs.

That some facts and figures have evidently beenlost
to posterity is indicated in the work of an investigator
of some years back.

The fields of research are limited and the early
records of the institutions of the province are scanty
and scattered.

It is hoped that the inedited fragments that have
been collected will prove useful in acquainting readers
with some interesting items concerning the ramifications
of the hospitals and institutions of Canterbury.

Any shortcomings in the compilation of this work may be
attributed to the writer's difficulty in comsolidating the
records of the various governing bodies.

,\, nm;g -

The North Canterbury
Hospital Board Office
24th February, 1942.
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« 77 With reference to the genesis of hospitals, it is believed

that the first hospitals were Druidic and were founded in Ulster
nb@t 300 B.C.

The Christian spirit which led men to eare for the poor and
gick was introduced by St. Augustin in A.D. 596, but the caring
was rather for the souls than the bodies.

The first authentic Saxon hospital was at St. Albans in

794. Henry lstfounded St. Bartholomew at Oxford and later in 1123
the Prior of St. Bartholomew in London founded the hospital on the
gite in Smithfield where it still stands. This is said to be the
oldest Hospital with an }_mbrolnen record.

It has been difficult for historians to trace the
foundation of St. Thomas' Hospital, but it is authentic that
in g there were two hospital foundations united end dedicated
to Thomas h Becket and in 1228 the direct fore-runner of the
present St. Thomas' Hospital was founded.

During the Middle Ages, the hospitals were under lonastic
rule. Kings used to lodge in the hospitals when travelling about
the country and sent old retainers to end their days in them, and
thereby the sick were really crowded out. The Monks that controlled
them spent the revemues in purchasing relics of saints.

At the Reformation the hospitals were found to be .as corrupt
ag the lionast®ies on which they depended and Henry V11l suppressed
them both alike, After this, there were practically no hospdtals,

Henry V11l's reign saw the foundation of the Royal College
of Physicians. In 1538 a petition was presented to the King
asking him to hand both the St. Thomas' & Bartholomew Hospitals
back to the publie. The ancient hospitals of St. Thomas and
8t. Bartholomew having been practically suppressed. The citizens
promising so to conduct them as not to encourage vagrancy,

Finally some of the confiscated property of the religious
orders were set aside to found five new hospitals and these were

the St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas, which were practically

refounded at that time, and his successor Edward V1 carried
out the responsibilities later. Hardly any other hospitals
were built. Very little movement was made in the erection
of hospitals.
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| In the 18th century an outery ealled attention to the ¢
deficiency. The principal public view appeared to be to relieve

the needy and set them to work rather than to care for the sick i

| end most of the old hospitals had been put to other use. A

In the early years of the 18th century the Guy's Hospital il

3 was founded by Thomas Guy, a bookseller and publisher in London, fj? |

8 who left over £200,000 to found and endow a new hospital, and bl

| Cuy's Hospital has been in close co-operation with St,Thomas’

ever since,
Hospitals proper had many viecissitudes until they got

into the 19th century when by degrees public attention was drawn B
to them, and as a matter of gradual evolution, the British : -.-ﬁ-'i |
1 Hospitals are as they are today, but it was well on in Bhe 19th ;J'

century before any really serious attention was called to them. ' _
| Infirmaries eame under the Boards of Guardians, otherwise 1l

the Poor-Law Authorities. g
* The report of the Poor Law Commission of 1832-3k, hardly
mentions the sick poor, only sssuming that they shall receive L
outdoor relief, but this condition has now been altered end meny i
| local and county hospitals have been established throughout

Great Britain.

Under the present condition of the Law, the County and
Borough Councile are responsible for the care of insane and
fever cases.

It was not until 1929 that the Loeal Government Act
abolished the Poor law and transferred all the duties and property
of the Boards of Guardisns to the Local County and Borough
Councils with the duty of dealing with public health matters and

he old Poor Law Infirmaries became Municipal Hospitals.

0f course the whole thing has been a matter of gradual progression
mtil today Great Britain is almost in the forefront with its
hospital establishments. But we in New Zealand have had an
advantage over Great Britain inasmuch as we have had a compulsory
Hospital System since 1885 whereby the cost of maintaining these
institutions and equipping them and keeping them so as to maintain
a certain level of efficiency, has fallen npon the publie shoulders
and no person in New Zealand has had occasion yet to complain of
the burden which this system has beent® them.
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CHRISTCHURCH HOSPITAL.
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In ocotober, 4 the firet election of members took
place, —
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were: -
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"~ in New Zealand, Christchureh had the privilege of estab-

NURSES' MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 54

In December, 1915, Lieut. Col. P. C. Fenwick,
Assistant Director of Medical Services, Australian
and New Zealand Treining Depot, Zeitoun, wrote to the
Board asking if it had done anything to commemorate the
bravery of the liew Zealand nurses who were drowned on
the transport "Marquette"” which was submarined in the
Gulf of Salonika on the 23rd October, 1915.

Miss Thurston, Lady Superintendent of the Christ-
church Hospital, before leaving New Zealand and taking [
up the position of Matron of the Walton-on-Thames Hospital, .
asked the Board to keep in mind the building of a chapel i
if not before at least at the end of the Great War. For '
religious services both for nurses and patients, a chapel
would fill a long felt want.

It had been the hope of Nurse Maude and maeny nurses
particularly liss Thurston who trained the three brawe
nurses, that & memorial chapel be erected in the unds
of the hospital. Nurses Nora Hildyard, Lorma Rattray
and Margaret Rogers lost their lives while serving their
country in the Great War.

At a memorial service held in St.Michael's Church
in July to commemorate the disaster, the offertory was
sppropriated to form a nucleus for a building fund for
a Nurses' Memorial Chapel. In September the members met |
in consultation with the Chaplain of the Hospital, a LYY
representative of the Miniesters' Association and the Lady
Superintendent of Nurses (Migs Muir). The site chosen
was on the Riccarton Road frontage south of the covered -
way leading from the children's ward to the lsolation ’ |
l:.}ooktto enable eripples and persons in wheeled chairs 1

enter.

A Nurses' Memorial Chapel Committee (2ll denomin-
ations) was formed in August with Dr. Fox as Chaimman,
Mesars. H. Ds Andrews, lon. Treasurer, J. W. Baty, lHon. -.
Seeretary, and W, E, iaalqv. Organiser. The chapel l
committee collected money sufficient to build and eguip
& chapel free of encumbrances, the board's contribution
being the coet of the foundations and basement. The ] '
Executive of the Nurses' Eemorial Chapel Fund handed
over a credit balance to the Hospital Lady Visitors
Assocliation to be used solely for chapel purposes.

The foundation stone of the Chapel was laid by the
Duke of York on 45th March, 1927.

The plans were furmnished free of cost by Mr. Collins,
the Architect, and the chapel was duly handed to the Board.
The first service was held on Christmas Day, 1927.

Apart from being the first chapel in a publiec hospital

lishing an important preeedent. The Board in aceepting

the gift expressed appreciation of the work which had been .
done by the Committee and others enabling the chapel to

be brought into bei it was given a wide scope and '
anbraces the names of nurses and others whose lives and ;j!,,
deeds should be remembered for all generstions. L

A silver casket containing an historical record is
embedded in the wall of the chapel and was greciously |
gwwmomwnr.w.n:mm.mzmt i

n . (|




The Chapel Christchurch Hospital.
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ATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED:

OWN CLERK,
p.0. BOX 10,
AKAROA.

AKAROA, 20th,.October 1941

i/, R.Norris
Nth, Canterbury Hospipal Board,
ttchurch C,1,

llagan,

The reply to your telephone enquiry & letter has been some.
ielayed, I have spent a great deal of time in endeavouriag to
B: information in connection with the early history of the hospital,
annot get very much,
If the matter of a history had been considered about 10
ago,more information would have been available,
I have searched the "Akaroa liail® from 1876,its beginning,
B-0not fina very much,however,whnat I have found may be usaful,
The hospital was apparently erectea in the latter part pof
in June the pajer mentions that the hospital has bsen erected
fronthe and has not been furnished,again in Sept.the same year, (1877)
ovt.is severely criticised for not furnishing the building,
| in ¥eb,13878 mention is made avout the aon-furnishing,
On 26th.lMarcn 1878 mention is made of an operation by Dr
ie,out it does not say whether it was in the hospitel or not,and yet
-_te of no furnishings,additions were being made to the uallalng
e 1878,
The medical officer mentioned in your letter was Dr,Pearde,
tly there was a matron in charge,as I noticed the matron expressed
@ on different occasions for gifts of linen,fruit etec,but no mame
entioned.,
The several write-ups re the furnishings were brought about
to the number of accidents and sickness in the district and nowhere
them,although mention is made of some patients in the emigration
ks,which was then in existence next to the old hosepital.
I am affraid this is about all the information I can zive
present but 1f I can get anything further I will let you have it,

Yours faithfully,

* Thwn Clerk,
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The "Discovery" with Captain Geo. Vancouver
and the "Chatham" with Captain Broughton parted
company during a gale after leaving Dusky Bay,
and did not meet again till their arrival at
Otaheite (Tahiti).

During the passage of the "Chatham" to
this place, the Captain discovered and named

the Chatham Islands on 29th November, 1791.
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FEMALE REFUGE - ESSEX STREET, LINWOOD

There seems to no record of the early days of the
Essex Home available, The original building was brought
out from England in pieces and was erected in 1852 on that
site as the Vicarage of the Rev, C, Mackle, It is still
standing and is used as the laundry of the institution,

The rafters are bolted together, instead of being notched
and fitted on the plates on the top of the studs, which supply
the frame work of the walls as in ordinary bulldings,

In front of this, there is a larger and more modern building,
which supplies the crux of the problem, It is much newer than
the laundry, as is proved by it's concrete foundation, but yet
it is not less than sixty years old, because in a large number
of places the floor boards are nailed on to the joists beneath
by a type of nail known as the "cut-brad"™ which went eutcof>use
same 60 years ago, when the modern wire nail became general,

It is surmised that the building is the work of the late Mr,

B, Munford, but there is no trace of it in the plans he left
behind him, This in itself proves nothing, as many of his

plans were burned, What is more strange is that no record

of a permit for the building can be found in the City Surveyor's
Office, It seems highly likely that this large two storied
building was erected for same purpose such as it was later used
for, because in 1885 it was taken charge of by the Hospital |
Board and was known as the Female Refuge = Gordon Street, 1
About this time the name of the street was changed to Essex

Street,
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. PRMALE REFUGE - ESSEX STREET, LINWOOD

There seems to no record of the early days of the
Essex Home available, The original building was brought
out from FEngland in pleces and was erected in 1852 on that
site as the Vicarage of the Rev, C, Mackie, It is still
standing and is used as the laundry of the institution,

The rafters are bolted together, instead of being notched
and fitted on the plates on the top of the studs, wiich supply
the frame work of the walls as in ordinary buildings]

In front of this, there is a larger and more modern building,
which supplies the erux of the problem, It is much newer than
the laundry, as 1§ proved by it's concrete foundation, but yet
it is not less than sixty years old, because in a large mmber
of places the floor boards are nailed on to the joists beneath
by a type of nail known as the "cut~brad" which went out . of use
same 60 years ago, when the modern wire nail became general,
It is swmised that the bullding is the work of the late M)
B, Mmford, but there is no trace of it in the plans he left
behind him, This in itself proves nothing, as many of his
plans were burned, What is more strange is that no record
of a permit for the building can be found in the City Surveyor's
Office, It seams highly likely that this large two storied
building was erected for same purpose such as it was later used

for, becanse in 1885 it was taken charge of by the Hospital
Board and was known as the Female Refuge = Gordon Street,
About this time the name of the street was changed to Essex
Street,
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T HE ARMAGH STREET DEFOT was used for the casual housing
of poor men who required temporary accommodation, It's
origin is a mystery, It was at first a Police Depot,
but of when that was built there seems to be no record,
In 1865 the Executive Council of the Provincial Govermment
authorised the reshingling of it, This fact would point
to a very early origin indeed, There is no record
available of this bullding at the City Surveyor's Office,
When the institution was abandoned as a Folice Depot,

it was used for housing old men and women, No date can
be assigned to this, either, as there is no record of it
in the papers of the Provincial Council, An application
in 1928 at the Police Court brought no results, As the
other institutions of the Board developed the use of the
old Depot gradually disappeared and was replaced by a
brick building which afforded temporary shelter for swag-
gers or men waiting to be admitted to "Tuarangi",
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It 18 ¢ the atvest Liportance apourately to
distinguish between poverty and peuperiam; for by
confounding them, poverty is dishonoured end peup-
erian countensmeed. OSupply poverty with mesns and
it vanighes, but pauperiam is the more confirmed,
Poverty is a sound vessel empty, but peuwperiem is
not only empty, bdut erssked, Foverty is o natural
appetite, merely wanting food « pauperien a Pavenous
atrophy, which no food een satisfy, Fovery strives
to cure 1teelf - pauporism to contaminate others,
Poverty often stisulates to exertion - pauperisnm is
en erehehypecrite. ioverty has naturally a proud
spirit « pauperisn a base one, now servile, now
insolent, [overty is silent and retiring - pawper-
ian clamorous and irposing; the one grateful, the
other the reverse, There 1o much that is slluring in
poverty, but peuperisn is sltogether hateful, It i
delightful to sueeour the one, and irkesone to be tamed
for the other, PFoverty has the blessing of Heaven ae
woll as thooe vho relieve it - peuperiam, on the eontrary,
has nothing in common with the Chrigtian virtues, -
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O
bTH, JULY 1867,

With reference to the large expansion whiech is now being incurred by
rour Department for the purpose of giving relief to such of the enemployed
bs may not be able to obtain work elsewhere, and view with regret that the
endency appears to be towards a very considerable increase in the number
b enemployed, I have the honour to draw your attention to the following
remarks on the subject and which I consider is highly desirable, should
pe commenced and carried out as soon as possible,

The employment of the Government of a large party of relief who
popear to look upon the services given to them in the light of a charity
o which they are almost entitled, as a right, rather than as a equivalent
for a few days work, not only impractible to the Government as members
pf labour, but of mischevious consequence to the labour market of the
rovince at large, and that in a way perhaps the most objectionable of
11, mind the lowering of standard of the labour to be rendered for wages,
o counteract these evident results of the present system, I propose in
place of delly wages to substitute piece work, and I have to request that
he Charitable Aid Gang by employed in future upon the breaking of stone
for road metal, ‘

For this proposal 500 yards of stone, upon which the men mag now
ommence work, is lying on the &eal site, fincoln Road, and will be
jointed out to the person you may appoint as overseer by the Provincial
ingineer,

The price for bresking should be say 1/6 per yard, and certainly
ot exceeding 2/~ per yard, a rate of which an ordinary labourer can make
food wages, while it should as a matter of course by borne in mind, that
8 the labour of the Chartitable Aid Gang is paid for, not for the want
" 1t, but for the temporary asaistance of persons in distress, the price
or plece work should be =zdjusted so as on the average not to greatly
ixceed the former rate of day wages of 5/-, upon this point the overseer
ould be competent to dinform you,

The necessary hammers, guages will be supplied by Government, and
ssued under the supervision of overseer who will also measure and
ertify bo the work done,

(8igned) J. E. Stewart,
Secretary for Public Works,
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